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Agenda

Å Core Values and Vision: Citywide and Alewife

Å Why is Alewife an early focus of the citywide plan?

Å Alewife Planning Scenarios

Å What to consider when evaluating scenarios

Å The context in which we are planning

Å Urban design framework

Å Scenario development

Å Baseline

Å Optimized Baseline

Å Mixed-use Residential 

Å Mixed-use Commercial

Å Mixed-use Industrial

Å How the scenarios compare

Å Next Steps

Å Questions for Discussion
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The Core Values
Envision Cambridge

Vision

Livability

Diversity 
and Equity

Economic 
Opportunity

Sustainabiliy
and 

Resilience

Community 
Health and 
Wellbeing

Learning

Alewife Visioning Workshop, July 21, 2016
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Citywide Vision and Alewife Vision
A Changing Cambridge

What we want to be

ñCambridge is a forward-thinking, 

welcoming, and diverse city. We enjoy a 

high quality of life and thrive in a 

sustainable, inclusive, and connected 

community.ò
ñAlewife should be a sustainable, resilient, mixed-

used district with convenient and safe connections 

within the neighborhood and to the rest of the city 

along with amenities that support interaction and 

social ties among its residents.ò

Note: Vision statement developed from public workshop feedback, comments from Alewife Working Group and EC Advisory Committee, and general feedback from the 

Mobile Engagement Station, online surveys, and other engagement activities and workshops
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Why is Alewife an early focus of the Citywide Plan?

Community members agree that Alewife needs to be 

improved. Some of the concerns include the quality and 

appropriateness of the urban form, the lack of 

connectivity, and resilience from the impacts of climate 

change and other stresses.

Alewife, and in particular the Quadrangle, is one of the 

few areas in the city where significant change can be 

considered and supported.
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Setting the Larger Context: Parcels by Land Use

Source: Cambridge CDD

Citywide Analysis

Cambridgeôs diverse and socially-rich residential neighborhoods are 

bounded by commercial corridors and institutions.


